reemphasize the common locus of wartime political life in the North, best and most succinctly presented in The Boundaries of American Political Culture in the Civil War Era (2005) , is essential to Taylor's analysis. Looking intently at everyday patriots who added their names to Union League rosters in "lesser" cities, small towns, and villages, Taylor challenges the "elite" legacy of the Union League movement in America that has been disproportionally influenced by high-profile clubs in places like New York and Philadelphia. But perhaps most importantly, in portraying these Union polemicists as men and women of ordinary means who were motivated first and foremost by love of country and who did all that they could afford and then some to thwart the internal forces then arrayed against their nation, Taylor seconds Gary Gallagher and others who have illuminated the ideological underpinnings of the Union war effort.
It is there even in the name. Dedicated to the perpetuity of a nation in the midst of its greatest existential crisis, Union League members collectively served as the Union's greatest private defender. Better and more completely than anyone before, Paul Taylor not only chronicles, but fairly celebrates, that service. 
